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YMCA TRYING TO DE-FUSE 


"SOCIOLOGICAL TIME BOMB' 


The pattern of destructive discord that has emerged in the 
UeS- is fast taking shape in Canada, warns the newly appointed 
National Secretary of the YMCAs of Canada. 

Rix G. Rogers, who was Chief Executive Officer of the 
Montreal YMCAs, suggests in a report on the urban scene that 
"unemployment is one of the elements now fuelling the flames of 
discontent." 

Strengthening anti-establishment feelings of youth, 
coupled with rising expectations of people in poverty areas, are 
developing into "a sociological time bomb," he says. 

According to the Y spokeman's estimate, "we have no more 
than five years to avert a major deterioration in our largest 
Canadian cities". 

He notes that the YMCAs in Montreal are spearheading a 
multi-directional drive to improve the environment and help 
individuals develop themselves in it. 

This aspect of Y work often starts with crisis interventir~- 
and self-assistance programs which help individuals cope with 


immediate circumstances. 


"We have witnessed the frustration of many who feel 


powerless to shape even their own lives, 


let alone have influence 


in the larger community," comments Mr. Rogers. 


"Without such people, no lasting solutions are possible. 


We motivate them to become involved and provide them with 


guidelines and opportunities to do so." 
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